
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 9, 2023  
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 
 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365 ) 

 

*GREETING  
PM: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 



C: And also with you. 
 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  



 



 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
PM: Let us pray.  
C: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day 
to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the 
essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and 
resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people 
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
Handbells "Praise with Timbrel and Dance" by Frederick Chatfield  
 
SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
A reading from Colossians. 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the 
entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

GOSPEL: John 20:1-18  
The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand 
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said 
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on 
to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
SERMON  
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 



 
 



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
AM: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

AM: You call your church to witness to your salvation. We give thanks for (Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
and) all theologians, preachers, and teachers who proclaim your gospel. Equip all the baptized to 
share the joy of the resurrection in all we say and do. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
You bring abundant life throughout creation. The green blade rises, and all creation greets the 
resurrection dawn. Preserve vineyards and orchards and those who tend to them. Feed us with 
the fruits of creation. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You show your steadfast love without regard to borders, barriers, or human-made divisions. 
Infuse your justice in every nation of the world (places of concern or conflict may be named) that 
all experience the peace that only you can give. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You anointed your Son with the Holy Spirit and with power. Encourage us by his example in our 
ministries of healing, care, and outreach. We pray for all who are sick or hospitalized (especially) 
and for all health care workers who care for them. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You have put gladness in our hearts. Inspire musicians and dancers to rejoice with songs of 
victory. Bless the music ministries of this congregation and all who foster our assembly’s song. 
Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

As you have raised Jesus from the dead, you show us your resurrection promise. With your holy 
ones who have sung your praise (especially), free us from fear and empower us to go and tell the 
good news. Risen Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty 
and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*PEACE  
PM: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY 
Choir Anthem: "Crown Him Lord This Easter Day!" by Don Besig and Nancy Price 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
AM: Generous God, 



C: in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the 
breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in 
service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 
PREFACE  



 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  



 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER  
PM: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, 
broken and poured out for you. 
 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 

Amen. 
The ministers commune either after or before others commune. 

 
LAMB OF GOD  

 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS  
At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing (ELW 362) 
Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379) 
Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
AM: Let us pray. 
C: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth 



as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
*BLESSING 
PM: The God of all, 
who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
C: Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) 



 

 
*DISMISSAL 



AM: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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