
 
Worship Plan for Sunday, January 29, 2023  
The Land Between--Provision 
 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326) 



 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  



God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing 
your praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in 
spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
READING: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
The God of the exodus graciously gave Israel the Ten Commandments. Primarily stated as 
negative imperatives, the Ten Commandments forbid gross sins such as murder, adultery, theft, 
and perjury. In most of life they grant Israel freedom to live righteously, with maximum love for 
God and neighbor. 
A reading from Exodus. 

20Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery;3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make 
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the 
name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. 

12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder.14You shall not commit adultery. 15You 
shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 19and said to Moses, 
“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 20Moses 
said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of 
him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
SERMON—PASTOR SARA WIRTH 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways (ELW 772) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 



 

 
CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 



the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the cross. 
Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo with 
your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us with 
reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, love 
mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the 
work of peacemakers (local and international reconciliation efforts may be named). Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, low, and 
despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your life, 
strength, and wisdom to all in need (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how your 
faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish 
the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place (especially). Trusting you 
accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your 
people always. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 



OFFERING  
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form. 
Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 



saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 



who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 

Amen. 
The ministers commune after others commune. 

 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 

 

 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461) 



 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 146) 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 

 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING  
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618) 



 

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146) 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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