
 
Worship Plan for Sunday, February 5, 2023  
The Land Between--Discipline 
 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326) 



 

 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  



Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you.  By your 
Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
READING: Exodus 32:1-14 
After Israel sinned by worshiping the golden calf, Moses interceded with God to spare Israel, 
lest the Egyptians conclude that God had evil intents in the exodus. Moses reminds God of the 
promises God made to Israel's matriarchs and patriarchs. 
A reading from Exodus. 

32When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 
gathered around Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for 
this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.’ 2Aaron said to them, ‘Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, 
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.’ 3So all the people took off the gold rings 
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4He took the gold from them, formed it in a 
mould, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!’ 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron 
made proclamation and said, ‘Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.’ 6They rose early the 
next day, and offered burnt-offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat 
down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

7 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land 
of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshipped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” ’ 9The Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 
me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 
will make a great nation.’ 

11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth”? Turn from your 
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, “I will 
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will 
give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.” ’ 14And the Lord changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
 
SERMON—DEACON LINDA BOBBITT 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Our Father We Have Wandered (ELW 606) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

 
CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church 
everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain the 
unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to lands and 
communities experiencing natural disasters (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that 
workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed 
your call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to hunger, 
and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or violence in their 
communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, that we 
are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy 
and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for all whose 
unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our remembrance and bring 
us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ 
crucified. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form. 
Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 



at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 
Amen. 



 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 

Amen. 
The ministers commune after others commune. 

 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 



 

 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461) 



 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion. 

Let us pray. 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 

 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING  
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618) 



 

 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146) 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
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